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The annual report summarises the activities of the Forum throughout the year. It indicates that 

the time may have come for the Forum to cease its activities.  

Activity During the Year 

Over the year Argent and various architects have presented their plans for various buildings and 

public areas to the Forum. However, the Forum has had little relevance to planning the future of 

the King’s Cross Central site. With the outline plan complete and much of the detailed planning 

done by the times that the designs reach the Forum, there is little opportunity for anyone to 

influence the designs. 

Attempts have been made to engage the University of the Arts, the student accommodation 

providers, and private and One Housing Group residents, with limited success.  Argent, One 

Housing Group and Camden Council have not responded to our attempts to get short term 

domestic shopping into the newly occupied North East of the site.  

The Future of the Site 

The King’s Cross Central site is filling up fast. Activities are being organised along the canal, at 

the university site and by the residents. No one involved in these has felt the need to engage or 

even inform the Forum. No member organisation or individual has contacted us for advice or 

with information. We are not aware that any significant action by anyone has transpired from the 

information provided in our meetings or displayed on our website. We are getting no 

management support from either Camden or Islington. 

It thus has to be concluded that the work of the Forum is done. It is significant that the Railway 

Lands Group has disbanded. There are many organisations with “King’s Cross” in their title 

which could take on any social cohesion initiatives, the most obvious being the King’s Cross 

Neighbourhood Forum which, if it was officially designated and had itsArea Plan endorsed by 

Camden and Islington, would at least have a legal status and possibly access to resources.  

It is suggested that if the King’s Cross Development Forum should cease to operate and a 

suitable organisation comes forward with a proposal to take on the work, our assets could be 

passed over. If not, it is recommended that these be passed back to One Housing Group for 

application to their charity, which supports the training of residents for productive work. 

Resolution to Close Down 

It has been an interesting two decades but I personally believe that the time has come to close the 

Forum. To be viable and relevant any organisation must have both a purpose and support.  We 

seem to have neither. We really represent no one. I believe our activities are not seen to be (and 

indeed are not) adding value to our society. My recommendation is that we should disband the 

King’s Cross Development Forum. 

 


