
 
 

From the Chair 
Moira Gibb 
Chief Executive 
London Borough of Camden 

17 September 2008 

 

 

Dear Ms Gibb 
 
This is an urgent plea to enable the Kings Cross Development Forum to 
continue be a broadly based, community led, consultative Forum which 
engages people from many different community organisations in both 
Boroughs in the issues of planning the future of Kings Cross Central. The 
Forum was convened by the planning department of the London Borough of 
Camden in association with Islington. We have now been informed of the 
London Borough of Camden's Culture and Environment directorate's 
withdrawal of the administrative support they have given the Forum 
hitherto.  
 
Our Terms of Reference 15.1 (drafted in the presence of Camden officials) 
state:- 
"The forum will proceed on the basis of continued support from Camden 
Council for servicing the Forum and in the event of any need to do so, will 
seek resources from the Councils and other sources to service its 

meetings…" 
  
In effect, Camden are refusing to cover this responsibility in future. 
 
Forum members, called together for our annual review meeting on 11 
September 2008 agreed unanimously to express our disappointment at this 
withdrawal of support and to send a message to you as Chief Executive and 
to the Leader of the Council, with copies to every Councillor and to the 
press.  
 
Camden and Islington have won praise for their approach to community 
involvement and consultation regarding proposed development at Kings 
Cross; the existence of this Forum has enhanced their reputation and image 

- but now we are getting down to details they seem to forget all this. We 
express our appreciation for the consistent and professional service we have 
received from planning officers and support staff hitherto. 
 



 
We who constitute the Forum are busy active citizens whose main spare 
time activity is work in the organisations we represent on the Forum. Few of 
us are planning experts: without administrative backup this umbrella 
organisation is likely to fragment. Not only the basic matters of note-taking, 
address-list maintenance, arranging venues and summoning meetings but 

also co-ordination with planning officers and the developers is going to be 
essential if the continued community involvement in consultation is to be 
effective so that ordinary people can make their input at the right time and 
in the right way. 
 
This Forum has played an important role in the lead-up to grant of Outline 
Planning Permission for the whole of the Kings Cross Central site. This year 
and in coming years decisions have to be taken on reserved matters of such 
great scale and importance that they require to be submitted to Development 
Control Committee. Large buildings and whole blocks of development will be 
coming forward for approval; their impact on nearby wards of both Boroughs 
will be powerful. The Forum's work over the years so far has engendered 
interest and raised public knowledge and understanding to a considerable 
extent. This effort is liable to be wasted if we lose our Forum. 

 
The resumed annual review meeting of the Forum is to be held on 13 
November. I hope you will be able to inform us by then that its future has 
been saved and that we will be able to continue a constructive dialogue 
between all sorts of residents and user groups, the developers and the 

planners. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Geoffrey Roper 

 
Revd Geoffrey H Roper 
Chair, Kings Cross Development Forum 

 


