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Increased strength 

The past year has seen the Forum gain enhanced strength. Our annual review meeting in 

October 2009 agreed the outstanding amendments to the Terms of Reference which enabled 

proceedings to be ‘in order’ and for progress to be made in a changed situation. Since then we 

have acquired an honorary Treasurer (Matty Mitford) and an honorary Secretary (Robert 

Milne). The Forum has been represented on three of the implementation panels: the Access 

Forum, the Design Panel and the Construction Impact Group 

Meetings 

The Annual Review meeting in 2009 acknowledged that the Forum cannot manage 6 

meetings a year, but worthwhile meetings were held in November, February, March and 

June. Following the financial melt-down and depression in the commercial property market, 

it was clear that prospects for Kings Cross Central had changed. Forum was helped 

considerably by Robert Evans who gave a realistic and comprehensible view of the prospects 

and uncertainties in the new situation confronting Argent and the development. Argent have 

over recent years provided speakers for us from the architects and developers of forthcoming 

blocks. Our discussions and questioning have necessarily been confrontational. We have 

sometimes given them a hard time. They have been presenting matters which were up for 

public consultation (or soon would be) prior to the community, through the elected local 

authority, considering the grant of planning permission. Our Forum exists to enable 

community members to understand what is proposed and to make our views known 

effectively. 

The professionals who address us deserve to be treated with courtesy. While we may think 

they owe a duty to inform the public fully about the proposals, they are not obliged to spend 

their evenings with us having their motives questioned or being blamed for previous matters.  

An adequate number of members were elected to the Co-ordinating Group, which met five 

times in the year. 

Planning applications 

The Planning Response Team have considered the substantial ‘reserved matters’ applications 

but left aside the minor ones which usually concerned only with method statements and 

conservation matters. 

York Way: environmental concern on the Eastern flank 

The Forum has expressed close interests in the environment of York Way but has not 

succeeded in getting any officials concerned to attend Forum meetings. Official replies have 

shown that schedules are slipping and there appears little readiness to upgrade the 

environment along York Way as development proceeds in adjoining blocks. No information 



has been provided of any improvement to public transport along that important corridor. 

Pedestrian access to Platform 1, Kings Cross Station was closed off and the local campaign 

for a bridge to cross the rail tracks has not met with success. So a large population is 

excluded from accessing Kings Cross Central or the main railway stations except along 

Goods Way or from the southern side of Kings Cross Station. 

Thinking of the future community – at the North end 

The Forum wants to see proper provision for the first inhabitants of sites being developed at 

the North-East extremity of the Kings Cross Central site falling in the borough of Camden. 

They will need local shops and services, transport links and safe road crossings. We would 

like to see co-ordination between the developers of the housing blocks, the proposed student 

accommodation and the University of the Arts to ensure these buildings are not opened in a 

‘desert’. 

Success at public inquiry 

The Forum supported Camden’s refusal to grant permanent permission for the design of the 

London Underground Limited (LUL) four above-ground structures south of Kings Cross 

Station. The public inquiry sided with Camden and required LUL to produce new designs by 

mid-2013. By that time the ‘green canopy’ should have been removed from the front of the 

station and an overall design for the ‘Square’ should be available. 

Left on our own by Camden 

The Forum began as a wide grouping of local organisations (and interested individuals) 

convened by the London Borough of Camden with support from the London Borough of 

Islington. Since granting outline approval to the revised applications for the main site within 

the bounds of Camden, the Council has lost interest in this Forum and withdrawn office 

support. No planning officers from Camden attended any Forum meetings in the year under 

review. It appears the withdrawal of support (always given in kind: the Forum has up to now 

held no funds whatever) was partly the result of other groups in the Borough complaining 

than the Forum received support while they did not. The Forum has, nonetheless, been 

provided with meeting spaces without charge. 

Future funding? 

The Forum has decided to find its own support and has adopted procedures to hold funds and 

to account for them. We are applying to a funding charity for administrative costs on the 

basis that our future is to represent not only those who live around the periphery of Kings 

Cross Central but also the future residents, users and occupiers insofar as they wish it – and in 

the meantime to strive for their welfare, their environment and the integration of the new 

development into the neighbourhoods.  We await the result of our funding application. 

Future members? 



We have therefore identified three organisations and four groups of people we wish to draw 

into the Forum: the organisations are the occupiers of sites already announced: University of 

the Arts, London; Urbanest (developers of the T6 block for which a new planning application 

is pending) and One Housing Group, who are already developing two housing blocks. We 

think it would be desirable for the groups of people occupying their buildings to be 

represented separately within the forum: staff and students of the University; occupiers of 

student accommodation (who may study at other universities or colleges) and residents of the 

two blocks mentioned. 

People required 

At the annual review meeting on 30 September 2010, new nominations are sought for Chair 

and Vice Chair. The present holders of the posts of Secretary and Treasurer are willing to 

stand again, but other nominations may be submitted. Members of Co-ordinating Group are 

also to be elected. 

Community organisation links 

The terms of reference of the Forum provide for four local organisations and two ethnic 

minority organisations to appoint representatives to the co-ordinating Group. Only one 

organisation has in fact taken up their place. This is the King’s Cross Railway Lands Group, 

whose interests run closely with those of the Forum as a whole. The Forum has continued 

collaboration with it and has benefitted from that its interest in matters of employment and 

training. 

Appointees (at review date):  

 Chair: Revd Geoffrey H Roper. 

 Secretary: Robert Milne. 

 Treasurer: Matty Mitford. 

 Co-ordinating Group: the above officers and Michael Edwards (on behalf of the 

King’s Cross Railway Lands Group), Helia Evans, Angela Inglis, Jim Humphris, 

Hugh Lake, William Perrin. 

 Planning Response Team: Michael Edwards, Hugh Lake, Norman Sheppard (serviced 

hitherto by Geoffrey Roper). 

 Representatives on implementation panels:  

o Access Forum: John Chamberlain, Helia Evans. 

o Design Panel: Angela Inglis, Del Brenner. 

o Construction Impact Group: Jim Humphris, Geoffrey Roper. 

 


