
Kings Cross Development Forum 

Meeting 23 November 2009 

Present:  Geoffrey Roper (Chair), Cllr Paul Braithwaite, Hugh Lake (Camden Square 

CAAC), Angela Inglis (KCCAAC), Stephan Schulte (York Central Residents Association), 

John Chamberlain (CCC), Benjamin Koslowski (RGA), Jim Humphris (Agar Grove), Diana 

Shelley (Cally Rail Group), Anne Howeson, Robert Milne (Thornhill Crescent), Andrew Bosi 

(Islington Society), Michael Edwards (KXRLG/VCC) 

Apologies: Helia Evans, Norman Sheppard 

The meeting started with a presentation by Steve Sanham of Argent describing the progress 

with buildings R4 and R5 in Zone R. Their landscape master plan aims to provide: a 

pedestrian friendly environment, more public space, linked spaces with individual character, 

opportunities for play and public art. 

Building R4, planned for delivery (subject to planning permissions) for mid 2012, is the first 

residential block on the site; as such its design aims to offer double aspect accommodation in 

a „flagship‟ development establishing a style and specification that could be replicated within 

the site.  The buildings, developed for One Housing Group, will provide a total of 117 

residential units (100% affordable with 32.5% 3 or 4 bed family units) and non-residential 

units (411 sq, m) at street (York Way) level. The design aims to use the natural gradient of 

the site to all users benefit. 

Building R5, another residential block, is likely to be 6-12 months behind R4 and will offer 

„Market‟, „Extra Care‟ and „Social Rental, general and special needs‟ accommodation in 3 

attached but distinct blocks.  Funding for the affordable housing elements of both R4 & R5 is 

ring-fenced. 

Members of the Forum commented on and questioned Argent.  Key points and concerns 

raised were: 

 Proximity of shopping for the c.500-600 residents in the 2 blocks 

 Provision of space for both children and other users.  The Forum welcomed the plan 

for a skate park and suggested consideration for a five-a-side pitch 

 Access to the 2 Buildings from King‟s Cross and York Way. 

Thanking Argent for their presentation the Chair then summarised the actions arising from 

the Co-ordinating Group and proceeded with other matters. 

Funding for the KXDF Forum 

Hugh Lake informed the meeting that a charity, linked to One Housing Group, is keen to set 

up a “Residents‟ voice” and is prepared to provide some funding and possible clerical help.   

While the Forum generally welcomed this offer and agreed that the Forum is well placed to 



provide a welcome to the new residents in Blocks 4 & 5 and keen to get more communities 

„on board‟ some concerns were raised about the Forum‟s need to remain independent.    After 

some discussion on the nature of the offer from the charity it was agreed that the Co-

ordinating Group should consider at their next meeting on 30 November. 

Landscaping on York Way 

This was proposed at the early November Co-ordinating Group meeting and put to the Forum 

by the Chair.  While there was unanimous support from the Forum various members raised 

the following points e.g. need for safe means of crossing York Way from East to West i.e. 

from the Islington to Camden side and especially at or near the Randalls Road junction and at 

junction with York Way where no pedestrian phase is provided in traffic lights; Cllr 

Braithwaite informed the meeting that Network Rail had c£1m funding for the Southern part 

of York Way (up to Copenhagen St) and suggested that the Forum should lobby for access to 

this funding.   After more discussion a formal resolution was agreed as follows:“The KXDF 

is very concerned about the poor visual environment along York Way and the likelihood of 

long delays before landscaping is completed.  It is also very concerned about the hazards for 

pedestrians and wheelchair users trying to cross York Way near the Randalls Road bus stop. 

Network Rail is known to be spending money on York Way south of Copenhagen Street.  The 

Forum asks Argent and Camden to co-operate in: a) providing a pedestrian crossing at 

Randalls Road b) bringing forward landscaping, lighting and paving on the west side of York 

Way to make it a pleasant and safe environment for pedestrians and other users.”  

The Chair was to send the resolution to Camden Chief Exec Officer; Sam Moncks at 

Camden; TfL and Islington. 

Landscaping in ‘The Square’ 

The Chair suggested the Forum should consider and make a response regarding the dispute 

over planning for the four London Underground Ltd (LUL) structures South of Kings Cross 

Station (an area for which there is a design competition to create a prestigious Square). LUL 

is seeking permanent permission to retain these structures as presently designed, before the 

design of the rest of the „Square‟ is finalised.  It seems that L B Camden and LUL are in 

disagreement over these structures, particularly the two on the North side including the 

„Silver Air Vent‟. Members were invited to send in comments within deadline.  

Next meeting 

Thursday 11 February 2010 

Agenda items to be agreed by the Co-ordinating Group.  Possible items for this and later 

Forum meetings include: 

 Landscaping and (pro tem) use of sites bordering York Way (substance of resolution 

above). 

 Update from LB Camden and their 10 year vision for the overall site. 



 Section 106 reports, with wins / proposals for permanent and temporary items and 

funding sources at Camden (i.e. who allocates Section 106 monies and on what 

basis).  Cllr Braithwaite recommended Richard Kirby at LB Camden. 

 The possible Bridge from King‟s Cross to York Way.  This was raised particularly as 

a design priority to increase permeability into the whole site and as an important 

facility for office workers and users of King‟s Place.  There was much discussion on 

this topic with comments on past lobbying activity and the likelihood of changing the 

Network Rail and Argent views that the feasibility of the Bridge. The Forum 

applauded the work of campaigners but did not see this campaign as a major part of 

its own future activity. 

 Design and permeability to the site.  Michael Edwards suggested asking the famous 

(for his campaigning on Euston Road) architect Prof. Sir Terry Farrell to speak. 

 Venues for a future Forum meeting. The offer of King‟s Place was not to be forgotten 

and would in future be taken up as a means of increasing awareness of the Forum‟s 

activities and as a means of gathering support from the organisations and individuals 

working there. 

 


