
King’s Cross Development Forum 

Meeting 7:00 p.m. 9 February 2012 

Committee Room 2, Camden Town Hall, Judd Street, London WC1H 9JE 

1                      Attendance 

1.1                  Present 

Andrew Bosi, Del Brenner, Malcolm Campbell, Greg Cowan, Michael Edwards, Ben Glasor, Jim 

Humphris, Angela Inglis, Philip James, Ernest Jones, Ivor Kamlish, Hugh Lake, Robert Milne, Matty 

Mitford, Ben Myring, Chris Nickerson, Noreen O’Donaghue, David Powell, Jeremy Rees, Norman 

Sheppard and Daniel Zylbersztajn 

1.2                  Apologies 

Paul Braithwaite, John Chamberlain, Helia Evans, Diana Shelley and Sophie Talbot 

2                      Previous meeting 

2.1                  Notes 

The notes for the meeting of 4 November 2011 had been circulated and posted on the website and 

were formally approved. 

2.2                  Matters arising 

Nothing was discussed. 

3                      Planning Response Team 

Nothing was discussed. 

4                      Design Panel 

Nothing was reported. 

5                      Construction Impact Group 

Nothing was reported. 

6                      Access Forum 

Nothing was reported. 

8                      Operations 

8.1                  The role of the Forum in the proposed new planning system 

Following introductory explanations by Hugh Lake and Jim Humphris, Forum members discussed 

whether there should be a neighbourhood forum for the King’s Cross area and, if so, how it should be 

set up. 

 



On whether there should be a neighbourhood forum for the King’s Cross area, Forum members made 

the following points: 

 People having been beating their heads against brick walls for several years; put together they 

might have more force. 

 There are many disconnected groups around the area; this could be a good opportunity to 

bring them together. 

 The boundaries of the area should be determined by working outwards from King’s Cross 

Square, which is the potential centre. 

 This could be a good way of getting Camden and Islington together, despite the complications 

of cross-boundary working. 

 The boundaries should be determined pragmatically, according to which groups are 

interested. 

 Another possible boundary is Euston Road, which defines ward boundaries in both Camden 

and Islington.  

 There have been suggestions that neighbourhood areas should be about the size of a ward 

(with 10,0000-15,000 people) and have one local councillor principally involved. 

 The “natural” area covers parts of two or three wards in Islington and two in Camden; even 

after limiting it to the obvious boundaries in the north (the Overground and the Channel 

Tunnel Rail Link) it remains large. 

 The future focus of interest is likely to be not the King’s Cross Central site, where the big 

decisions have largely been made, but towards Mount Pleasant in the south (or outside the 

“natural” area in the north, such as the Camley Street industrial site). 

On how a neighbourhood forum for the King’s Cross area should be set up, Forum members made the 

following points: 

 The objectives of having neighbourhood forums might not be what they seem (particularly 

when they are set against the National Planning Policy Framework) but avoiding 

neighbourhood forums is not going to help.  

 The King’s Cross Development Forum should not just walk away from setting up a 

neighbourhood forum; doing so would be out of keeping with what it has done in the past. 

 By not being part of a neighbourhood forum the King’s Cross Development Forum would be 

ignored in the future even more than in the past. 

 There are lots of energetic people and active groups in the King’s Cross area that could help 

(though most appeared to be absent from the meeting). 

 The King’s Cross Development Forum is insufficiently representative, though it could 

provide a start. 



 Other organisations typically concentrate on single issues; they must be got to work together, 

for which leadership would be needed. 

 No organisation in the area other than the King’s Cross Development Forum appears ready to 

start the task.  

 Other organisations appear to have much relevant experience and knowledge than the King’s 

Cross Development Forum. 

 Commercial organisations could set up their own neighbourhood forums if there were not 

ones already in place. 

 Commercial organisations should be involved to provide funding and effort, when the 

requirements are known. 

 The funding requirements for a neighbourhood forum are unclear; in particular, the 

arrangement for the referendums have yet to be published, but the indications in other draft 

regulations are that they would be funded by the local authorities. 

 Setting up and maintaining a neighbourhood forum involves lots of work that the Co-

ordinating Group is poorly equipped to do, for various reasons. 

 The results of the Camden place shaping work, when extended to Islington, might form the 

basis of a neighbourhood plan. 

 A neighbourhood forum would have difficulty balancing the need for long term vision with 

the need to solve the detailed problems that typically concern small neighbourhoods most.  

The majority of Forum members considered that the King’s Cross Development Forum should be 

prepared to take the lead in setting up an organisation that would be a neighbourhood forum. To this 

end it would seek for volunteers that would help.  

8.2                  The allocation of Section 106 money 

Little progress had been made in determining the actual allocation of the Section 106 funds from the 

King’s Cross Central and King’s Cross Station developments. Further investigations, through 

meetings with officers or under the Freedom Of Information Act, should try to bring Islington into the 

picture.  

8.3                  Use of funds 

Nothing was reported. 

9                      Future meetings 

Nothing was discussed. 

10                   Actions 

The Co-ordinating Group to form a Forum Foundation Team from members of the Co-ordinating 

Group and other volunteers. 



The Forum Foundation Team to take steps towards establishing a realistic representative 

neighbourhood forum, by (among other matters) negotiating neighbourhood area boundaries, 

formulating a constitution, seeking active participants and investigating funding requirements. 

The Forum Foundation Team to present its application for a neighbourhood area and a neighbourhood 

forum for revision and submission to Camden and Islington by 1 April (when the Neighbourhood 

Planning (England) Regulations are expected to come into force). 

The Co-ordinating Group to investigate and report back on the allocation of the Section 106 funds, 

first by having another meeting with Camden Council and then (if that proved unfruitful) making a 

request under the Freedom Of Information Act. 

 


