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Organisations known to be interested 

Acton and Swinton Streets Residents Association 

Battlebridge Communal Garden  

Bemerton Villages Management Organisation and Team Cally 

Cally Arts 

Camley Street Natural Park 

Derby Lodge Tenants and Residents Association 

Elm Village Tenants and Residents Association 

Friends of Argyle Square 

Friends of St George’s Gardens  

Hillview Residents Association 

Jessel House Residents Association 

King’s Cross Development Forum 

King's Cross Brunswick Neighbourhood Association  

King's Cross Community Projects  

Living Streets King’s Cross 

Peabody Community Development Team and Barnsbury Community Group  

Peel Institute 

Regent Square Residents Association 

Vernon Square Forum  

Weston Rise Tenants and Residents Association 



King’s Cross Neighbourhood Forum  

Application for designation 

Justification 

We, the signatories to this document, are applying to the London Boroughs of Camden and Islington 

for the designation of a neighbourhood forum for the King’s Cross area. We do not do this lightly: we 

do not consider that a neighbourhood forum is appropriate to every area of London, and we are well 

aware that operating a neighbourhood forum requires time, effort and money. However we believe 

that the King’s Cross area has characteristics that make it more suitable than many for having a 

neighbourhood forum. In particular: 

 It crosses borough boundaries. In the past difficulties have arisen because planning 

decisions in one borough affected the residents and businesses of another.  The current spirit 

of co-operation between the boroughs (shown, for example, in the work on Mount Pleasant) is 

very welcome; however, there will inevitably be internal, organisational, pressures that a 

cross-boundary forum could help to resolve. 

 It is under significant development pressure. The work on King’s Cross Station is nearing 

completion. The development of King’s Cross Central is planned in outline and taking off in 

both its residential and its business aspects. This will all increase the pressure for 

development, both in Camley Street and on or near Euston Road and Pentonville Road. The 

areas to the north and south of Euston Road and Pentonville Road are also in need of care in 

development: they are not all in conservation areas and they are not so easily maintained 

against degradation as, say, the larger areas of Bloomsbury.   

 It offers major opportunities for regeneration. The area to the east of York Way is the 

natural hinterland for King’s Cross Central, and Caledonian Road could provide the leisure 

and shopping facilities that King’s Cross Central will need. For this to be happen there will 

need to be co-ordinated planning and funding (of routes, crossings, signage and transport). 

 It has complicated traffic management arrangements. Sustained and co-ordinated effort is 

needed to ensure that the traffic management arrangements in the area meet the requirements 

of all users, including local residents and businesses, as well as they can. There remain both 

technical and political challenges if the arrangements are to improve.  

 It has several residents that are very actively involved in its improvement. There has of 

course been a long history of local concern with planning, for King’s Cross Central and other 

sites. The King’s Cross Environment web site is well known as an example of a successful 

local news letter; it is read by over 300 people and has over 1200 articles. 

 It is the subject of a place shaping exercise being conducted by both boroughs. Prior 

work by the London Borough of Camden, latterly joined by the London Borough of Islington, 

has laid very useful ground on which to build a plan for the neighbourhood area. For the 

Islington portion the Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) of 2005 remains relevant. The 

plan might be built, in some districts, just by adding detail. However, the neighbourhood area 

includes districts that are not covered in the place shaping area but that our investigations 

have shown wish to be represented in discussions and decisions about the King’s Cross area.  



Status of the Forum 

We are forming an organisation that is a ‘relevant body’ for the purposes of section 61G(2) of the 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990, in that it is capable of being designated as a neighbourhood 

forum. In particular, we have drafted a constitution that specifies a purpose and membership that 

conform with section 61F(5) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. The signatories to this 

application for designation are individuals living or working in the area and are associated with 

significant community activities. 

The constitution puts forward an area to be covered and a list of participating organisations. We 

expect to refine these over the coming weeks, according to the preferences of local organisations and 

the boroughs. Currently the list covers a wide range of groups, including tenants and residents 

associations, housing management organisations, project groups and community centres. However, 

we have not yet asked all the relevant community organisations to participate, because we have 

wanted to establish first that demand for the forum is widespread and deep enough.  

At this stage we do not wish to constrain the purpose of the neighbourhood forum in ways beyond 

those in the Localism Act. We consider that any detailed intentions should be derived from more 

intensive community engagement than has so far been possible. They would take into account the 

place shaping exercise by the boroughs, expected for completion in the middle of 2012. 

Though we have engaged with major businesses in the area, we have not yet made efforts to persuade 

them to join and support the neighbourhood forum. In our experience, some major businesses are not 

yet certain that a neighbourhood forum, and a neighbourhood plan, would add significantly to the 

range of techniques that they already have for influencing local developments. Their doubts will only 

be resolved once the neighbourhood forum has its work properly under way.    

In its turn, the neighbourhood forum can get its work properly under way only if the boroughs 

consider that there would be value in its designation. This is why we are submitting this application 

now, before all the possible refinements have been made. 

Area covered by the Forum 

The forum is intended to cover at least King’s Cross Central, King’s Cross Station and adjoining 

districts that are under significant development pressure, offer major opportunities for regeneration or 

have complicated traffic management arrangements. Following discussions with residents in these 

districts, we propose currently that the area covered be as follows: 

 South of Euston Road, the area is bounded by Judd Street to the west. It therefore abuts the 

area covered by the Marchmont Association. 

 North of Euston Road, the area is bounded by Midland Road and the Regent’s Canal to the 

west. It therefore abuts an area proposed for coverage by the Somers Town Neighbourhood 

Forum. It includes Midland Road because that is affected greatly by the traffic management 

arrangements. 

 West of Caledonian Road, the area is bounded by the railway lines to the north; east of 

Caledonian Road, it is bounded by the Regent’s Canal. It therefore abuts an area proposed for 

coverage by the Camden Square Neighbourhood Forum. It excludes, for example, Maiden 

Lane and Vale Royal (though those are included in the area for the place shaping exercise) 



because the railway lines present a very severe barrier: the districts north of the railway lines 

are related to districts further north more naturally than to districts further south.   

 North of Pentonville Road, the area is bounded by Caledonian Road and Penton Street to the 

east. The area to the west of Caledonian Road is the natural hinterland for King’s Cross 

Central. The area to the west of Penton Street sees itself as facing down the hill towards 

King’s Cross (not up the hill towards Angel). 

 South of Pentonville Road, the area is bounded by Amwell Street, King’s Cross Road and 

Gray’s Inn Road to the east. It therefore overlaps the area covered by the Amwell Society. 

The overlap arises because groups associated with the Amwell Society feel strongly affected 

by the traffic arrangements. 

 East of Gray’s Inn Road, the area is bounded by Great Percy Street and Acton Street to the 

south; west of Gray’s Inn Road, it is bounded by Heathcote Street and Handel Street. It 

includes, for example, the surroundings of St George’s Gardens (though those are excluded 

from the area for the place shaping exercise) because the development pressure stretches that 

far from King’s Cross.   

The area includes major transport hubs, universities, cultural attractions, international businesses and 

independent businesses as well as a mixed residential population. It is large and diverse, with a 

population that we estimate to be 21,000 (based on the relevant Office of National Statistics lower-

level output action sites). Different districts in it will have different priorities; the planning task will 

entail pulling these together. We expect that the neighbourhood forum will strengthen more local 

organisations, by providing a slightly broader picture, and will complement activities such as the 

King's Cross Environment web site.  

Contact details pending the appointment of the officers of the forum 

... 

Signatories living or working in the area 

... 
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Constitution 

Name of the Forum 

1. The organisation is the King’s Cross Neighbourhood Forum (hereafter ‘the Forum’).  

Area covered by the Forum 

2. The area covered by the Forum (hereafter ‘the Area’) is as set out in Annex A. 

Purpose of the Forum 

3. The purpose of the Forum is to promote the social, economic and environmental well-being of the 

Area.  

Membership of the Forum 

4. Individual membership of the Forum is open to all individuals that have an interest in the Area, 

including, but not limited to, those that live in the Area, work in the Area, or are elected members of 

either of the Councils of the London Boroughs of Camden and Islington (hereafter ‘the Councils’) for 

areas overlapping the Area. 

5. Organisation membership of the Forum is open to all organisations that have an interest in the Area, 

including, but not limited to, those that are formally constituted and operate in the Area. 

Membership of the Representative Group 

6. The Representative Group members are as set out in Annex B. 

7. Each Representative Group member may appoint one individual, with deputies, to represent it in 

Forum deliberations. 

Responsibilities of the Representative Group 

8. All Forum members may take part in meetings of the Representative Group without voting. 

9. The Representative Group shall decide in an election the Steering Group members, including, but 

not limited to, the Chair, the Secretary and the Treasurer of the Forum (hereafter ‘the Officers’).  

10. The Representative Group shall review annually the reports, accounts and budgets provided by the 

Steering Group.  

11. The Representative Group may inspect the accounts maintained by the Steering Group at any 

time.  

12. The Representative Group may set scales of fees for Forum membership.  

13. The Representative Group shall determine the distribution of any residual assets, which shall be to 

organisations in the voluntary and community sector, if the Forum is to be wound up. 

14. The Representative Group may provide directions to the Steering Group. It shall publicise to 

Forum members any such directions.  



15. The Representative Group may make amendments to this Constitution, including its Annexes, in 

ways that are consistent with prior decisions of both of the Councils if it does not thereby add to its 

own membership any organisations that are not formally constituted or do not operate in the Area. It 

shall publicise to Forum members any such amendments.  

16. The Representative Group shall organise a meeting of the Representative Group or an election of 

Steering Group members if at least three Representative Group members or fourteen Forum members 

so request or if one year has elapsed since the preceding meeting or election. It shall publicise to 

Forum members any such meeting or election, giving at least fourteen days’ notice, during which 

Forum members may propose motions for discussion or candidates for election. 

17. The Representative Group shall publicise contact details by which individuals and organisations 

can become Forum members. 

18. The Representative Group may act to fulfil the purpose of the Forum in any lawful ways.  

Membership of the Steering Group 

19.  The Steering Group members shall be individuals that are duly proposed by Forum members and 

duly elected by the Representative Group. They shall include the Officers. 

20. The Officers shall be separate individuals that are not elected members of either of the Councils. 

Responsibilities of the Steering Group 

21.  The Steering Group may invite individuals besides its members to take part in its meetings 

without voting. 

22. The Steering Group shall maintain contact details of Forum members.  

23. The Steering Group shall maintain accounts.   

24. The Steering Group shall provide annually reports, accounts and budgets to the Representative 

Group.   

25. The Steering Group may act to fulfil the purpose of the Forum in any lawful ways that are 

consistent with the directions provided by the Representative Group and not held expressly to be 

responsibilities of the Representative Group in this Constitution.  

Operation 

26. The financial transactions of the Forum shall require two signatories who are not related to each 

other and who include one of the Officers.  

27. The Forum shall not be affiliated to any political or religious organisation.  

28. Individuals contributing to Forum deliberations, including, but not limited to, those in the 

Representative Group or the Steering Group, shall declare any conflicts of interest and shall not 

participate in voting about matters in which they have conflicts of interest.  

29. Decisions arising from Forum deliberations, including, but not limited to, those of the 

Representative Group or the Steering Group, shall be made by simple majorities of the individuals 

voting, in meetings or electronic polls. A casting vote shall be held by the Chair if the Chair is 



participating in voting, the Secretary if the Secretary is participating without the participation of the 

Chair, and the Treasurer if the Treasurer is participating without the participation of the Chair and the 

Secretary. All electronic polls shall permit votes to be cast for at least three days. 

30. The Forum shall observe the principles of the good governance code for the voluntary and 

community sector at http://www.goodgovernancecode.org.uk. 

Annex A: Area covered by the Forum 

... 

Annex B: Membership of the Representative Group 

... 

 

 

http://www.goodgovernancecode.org.uk/

