
King’s Cross Development Forum 

Meeting 7:00 p.m. 22 March 2012 

Committee Room 2, Camden Town Hall, Judd Street, London WC1H 9JE 

1                      Attendance 

1.1                   Present 

Zannthie Bennett, Valerie Buchheit, Greg Cowan, Michael Edwards, Mark Fletcher, Jan Francis, 

Mohammed Hammoudan, John Hartley, Sarah Hayward, Jim Humphris, Angela Inglis, Philip James, 

Neil Jarvis, Hugh Lake, Gareth Maeer, John Mason, Vatel Mbami, Peter McGinty, Seamus 

McGrenera, Bob McIntyre, Robert Milne, Darian Mitchell, Matty Mitford, Tobias Newland, Chris 

Nickerson, Howard Patten, Jeremy Rees, Geoffrey Roper, Ian Shacklock, Diana Shelley, Peter 

Tompkins, Tony Tugnutt, Richenda Walford, Pamela Webb and Dhao Wotansen 

1.2                   Apologies 

Nasim Ali, Raphael Andrews, Jo Baktis, Paul Braithwaite, Sue Cartwright, John Chamberlain, Hely 

Evans, Ernest James, Anthony Jennings, Ivor Kamlish, Noreen O’Donaghue, Roger Robinson, 

Norman Sheppard, Jonathan Simpson, Sophie Talbot, Lisa Tang, Lee Widdows and Daniel 

Zylbersztajn 

2                      Previous meeting 

2.1                   Notes 

The notes for the meeting of 9 February 2012 had been circulated and posted on the website and were 

formally approved. 

2.2                   Matters arising 

Nothing was discussed. 

3                      Planning Response Team 

Nothing was discussed. 

4                      Design Panel 

Nothing was reported. 

5                      Construction Impact Group 

Nothing was reported. 

6                      Access Forum 

Nothing was reported. 



8                      Operations 

8.1                   The role of the Forum in the proposed new planning system 

Members of the Co-Ordinating Group had been defining neighbourhood area boundaries, formulating 

a constitution and seeking active participants. They had circulated a draft application for designating a 

neighbourhood forum and a draft constitution, together with a map of possible districts and a list of 

interested community organisations.  

Most of the attenders at the meeting represented community organisations active in the districts 

appearing on the map.  They gave their opinions on whether the districts were properly defined, 

named and bounded and on whether their organisations would participate actively in the work of a 

neighbourhood forum. 

There was broad agreement and willingness to participate, subject to the following points:  

 The councils could help; in particular, they could bring influence to bear on major businesses 

to encourage their participation. 

 Some businesses already had good channels of communication with planners; they should not 

be put in positions where they could dominate new ones. 

 The requirements of specific local districts should be recognised in any plan for the whole 

area. 

 Districts where there was too little effort available to help might need to be omitted from the 

area. 

 The area should not need to be extended to the south of Percy Circus towards Margery Street, 

as the problems faced by the Amwell Society were elsewhere. 

 The area might need to be extended to the south between King’s Cross Road and Gray’s Inn 

Road, as far as Frederick Street, Ampton Street, Calthorpe Street or Mount Pleasant. 

 The area should not need to be extended to the west of Judd Street, as effective collaboration 

with the Marchmont Association could serve the same ends.  

 The area might need to be extended to the west of Midland Road at some stage, if the area 

chosen for the Somers Town neighbourhood forum was not as large as originally expected. 

Following the discussion, particular people at the meeting who lived or worked in the area agreed that 

they were willing to participate even in the near term. These people (and other such people unable to 

attend this meeting), together with a member of the Co-Ordinating Group for continuity, would form 

an  ‘acting steering group’, which would ensure that the application for designating a neighbourhood 

forum was submitted by the due date. This date is 6 April, when the Neighbourhood Planning 

(General) Regulations as finally published come into force; the original draft referred to 1 April. 

8.2                   The allocation of Section 106 money 

Nothing was reported. 

8.3                   Use of funds 



Nothing was reported. 

9                      Future meetings 

Nothing was discussed. 

10                   Actions 

The Co-ordinating Group to consider the future role of the King’s Cross Development Forum in the 

light of the intention to set up a neighbourhood forum covering a wider area. 

The Co-ordinating Group to investigate and report back on the allocation of the Section 106 funds, 

first by having another meeting with Camden Council and then (if that proved unfruitful) making a 

request under the Freedom Of Information Act. 

 


