
King’s Cross Development Forum 

Annual Review Meeting Monday 5 October 2009 

German Gymnasium, Pancras Road, London NW1 2ZQ 

Present: Del Brenner (Regents Network, The London Waterways Commission), Angela 

Inglis (KCCAAC), Anne Howeson, John Chamberlain (Camden Cycle Network), Sue 

Cartwright (Huntingdon Street & Crescent Street Residents Association), Diana Shelley 

(Cally Rail Group), Hugh Lake (Camden Square CAAC), Norman Sheppard (Camden Square 

NA), Jim Humphris (Agar Grove), Jean James , Fiona MacLean (London Narrow Boat 

Association), Robert Milne (Thornhill Crescent), Claire Milne, Peter Coppack (CRG), 

Geoffrey Roper (Lumen UR Church), William Perrin (Kings Cross Environment), Herman 

Tribelnig (KXRLG/Catudis, LS), Rebekah Audic (Ice Wharf), Gael Audic (GAS/Ice Wharf), 

Helia Evans (Ossulston TRA) 

So what is actually happening at Kings Cross Central? 

Robert Evans, Director of Argent (Kings Cross) Ltd, explained what is happening and what 

the future looks like now.  The credit-crunch shocks of recent months, big changes in the 

property market and and in economic prospects have changed the sequence and pace of 

development. In summary: 

 Work goes on at the Granary site to have the University of the Arts London ready for 

opening two years from now.  

 Combined heat and power will be provided in T1, the westernmost site by the 

Regent’s Canal.  

 The ground floor of the Great Northern Hotel is being converted to an arcade which 

will open in conjunction with Kings Cross Station’s new hemispherical Western 

concourse.  

 Building L1, the Western Transit Shed, is being prepared for a prospective anchor 

tenant and retail users.  

 Affordable Housing has come to the fore. Applications would be submitted soon on 

Buildings R4, R5 and T6 as well as Cubitt Square and Cubitt Park (working titles).   

 The long-awaited Gas Governor removal is also in the offing.  

 Certain landscaping works and roads are going in. There should also be an application 

in regard to the Southern Square (another working title), the site nearest to the 

German Gym and the mainline railway stations.  

 The Construction Skills Centre, a training centre for aspiring construction 

workers, has been handed over to the London Borough of Camden and continues to 



offer a 2-year course which will prepare people to work in building, not only on Kings 

Cross Central. 

Annual review 

Chair’s Report: Geoffrey Roper provided a review of the Forum’s activities since the last 

AGM. 

Amendments to the Terms of Reference 

 The following changes (which had been proposed and refined in autumn 2008) were 

proposed by the Chair: 

1. A reduction of the number of members required to form a quorum from 15 to 8. 

2. The creation of the post of Secretary. 

3. The provision for the extension of meetings to complete business in hand. 

All the above were carried unanimously. 

Elections of the Chair, Vice Chair, Treasurer, Secretary, and other Co-ordinating 

Group members  

It was agreed that each name would be put to the meeting with proposers/seconders and voted 

upon by those present. 

The following were nominated and elected: 

 Chair: Geoffrey Roper (for one more year only) (elected unopposed). 

 Vice Chair: no nomination received (and remaining vacant) 

 Treasurer: no nomination received (and remaining vacant) 

 Secretary: no nomination received (and remaining vacant) 

 Other Co-ordinating Group members: James Dunnett (elected unanimously subject to 

his agreement), Helia Evans (elected: 8 yes, 1 no & 4 abstention), Angela Inglis (for 

one more year only) (elected: 12 yes,1 abstention), Jim Humphris (elected: 12 yes, 1 

abstention), Hugh Lake (elected: 12 yes, 1 abstention) and Robert Milne (elected 

unopposed) 

The following was appointed by a member organisation: 

 Other Co-ordinating Group member: Michael Edwards (King’s Cross Railway Lands 

Group) 

Planning Response Team 



The meeting discussed its role and whether other groups were looking at applications. Agreed 

that it needs more members. Group has not met for some time and sought a steer from the 

meeting on the way forward. Meeting agreed that after considering planning applications the 

PRT may submit responses in the name of the Forum so long as they are simultaneously (or 

earlier) notified to the membership via the website or email.  

Planning Response Team should play role in informing other groups of what is being done by 

the Forum.  

Hugh Lake asked member organisations to state that they support the Forum when they speak 

to councillors and developers. Outrageous that Camden has not been forwarding Argent’s 

comments on Forum’s submissions to planning applications, however information can be 

obtained via Freedom of Information if necessary. 

Angela Inglis agreed to go back to CAAC and ask it to send its comments to Forum given 

evidence that responses have been removed from information provided by LB Camden. 

Future Meetings 

Previously Forum has met on Thursdays which can clash with Camden Development Control 

meetings. In view of the imminence of planning applications by Argent and the proven 

advantage of expressing views about plans before applications are submitted, the Forum 

decided to meet again soon (Monday 23 November at Camden Town Hall). 

Efforts to arrange meeting with Marion Robertson as speaker proved unsuccessful. CABE a 

possibility in New Year with a new planning decision coming through. 

Any Other Business 

Diana Shelley suggested that the Co-ordinating Group consider terms of reference to allow 

fundraising. Although difficult there is the possibility of getting some setup funds as a 

revived group from e.g. Cripplegate Foundation. Could perhaps talk to Antonia Benedek on 

KXRLG management committee. 

 


