
King’s Cross Development Forum 

Annual Review Meeting 7:00 p.m. 5 December 2012 

Committee Room 2, Camden Town Hall, Judd Street, London WC1H 9JE 

1                     Attendance 

1.1                  Present 

Raphael Andrews, Zannthie Bennett, Del Brenner, John Chamberlain, Michael Edwards, 

Helia Evans, Jim Humphris, Angela Inglis, Hugh Lake, Robert Milne, David Powell, Jeremy 

Ross, Norman Sheppard and Nina Zietman 

1.2                  Apologies 

Jo Baktis, Andrew Bosi, Amanda Gockmann, John Hartley, Ivor Kamlish, Sophie Talbot and 

Lisa Tang 

2                     Previous meeting 

2.1                  Notes 

The notes for the meeting of 27 June 2012 had been circulated and posted on the website and 

were formally approved. 

2.2                  Matters arising 

Nothing was discussed. 

3                      Planning Response Team 

Nothing was reported outside the annual review report. 

4                      Design Panel 

Del Brenner noted the inadequate level of details and inadequate scope for change of details 

in material presented to the Design Panel. Hugh Lake would raise this with the Camden 

Director of Planning. 

5                      Construction Impact Group 

Del Brenner noted that over one thousand lorry journeys could be saved by taking spoil from 

King's Cross Central by canal. Jim Humphris would raise this at the next meeting of the 

Construction Impact Group. 

6                      Access Forum 

Nothing was reported outside the annual review report.  

7                     Annual review 



7.1                  Report 

Hugh Lake drew attention to the annual review report and thanked everyone for their 

contributions over the past year. In particular, Angela Inglis, as Vice Chair, had chaired the 

meetings when the Chair was out of London, and Robert Milne had prepared the report and 

other documents and led the work to initiate the establishment of the Neighbourhood Forum. 

7.2                  Matters arising 

Nothing was discussed. 

8                     Operations 

8.1                  The role of the Forum in the proposed new planning system 

David Powell summarised progress with setting up the proposed King's Cross 

Neighbourhood Forum. He explained that the Neighbourhood Forum was still setting itself 

up, as it needed to develop enough support in the community as a whole and to decide how to 

approach the neighbourhood planning task given the shortage of effort.  

The cross-membership of the Co-ordinating Group (of the Development Forum) and the 

Steering Group (of the Neighbourhood Forum) was discussed. In the current constitution of 

the Neighbourhood Forum, as submitted in the application, the Development Forum is named 

as a member of the Representative Group (which chooses the Steering Group). At this stage 

the Neighbourhood Forum needed the effort, expertise and experience that the Development 

Forum could offer; drafting members of the Co-ordinating Group on to the Steering Group 

was proving useful. Conversely, once effort levels permitted it, the Steering Group might 

send members to Co-ordinating Group meetings.   

Hugh Lake suggested the possibility of exploiting the service of high-flying employees of 

large corporations, who were often released for community service in their management 

training programmes. The meeting agreed that the Development Forum would not try to 

obtain commercial support for three months, to give the Neighbourhood Forum an opening 

for doing so, and would provide a letter to Camden and Islington Councils in support of the 

application for designation if the Neighbourhood Forum thought this to be helpful. 

Michael Edwards observed that, though such organisations were accused of being talking 

shops, there could be value in talking shops, as talking was a way to establish consensus. He 

noted also the challenge in making the Neighbourhood Forum representative enough to 

encompass the people being displaced from central London by high rents. 

8.2                  Committees with delegates from the Development Forum 

The Development Forum participates in the Design Panel, the Access Forum and the 

Construction Impact Group. The meeting agreed that the participants on behalf of the 

Development Forum should keep notes on which of their questions at these meetings 

remained unanswered and should prepare reports for the Co-ordinating Group. These reports 

would be published on the website or otherwise circulated to help members to stay up to date. 



8.3                  Links with other groups 

The meeting noted that the links between the council officers (and councillors) of Camden 

and Islington were still not very apparent. It requested information about who was 

responsible for maintaining and developing these links.   

The meeting noted that One Housing Group had not yet ensured that there were tenants and 

residents associations in its properties. The Development Forum would continue its efforts to 

form links, leading to involvement in, and transformation of, the Development Forum.  

Though he was not free to attend this meeting, the newly appointed Head of Central Saint 

Martins, Professor Jeremy Till, has said he would be delighted to meet the Forum. 

8.4                  Use of funds 

Nothing was reported outside the annual review report. 

8.4                  Elections of the Chair, Vice Chair, Treasurer, Secretary and other Co-

ordinating Group members 

The officers and other members of the Co-ordinating Group were re-appointed unopposed. 

The Chair expected to remain in office for only another year; the Vice Chair expected to 

remain in office for six months. There was an acute need for new people on the Co-ordinating 

Group on behalf of the occupants of the King's Cross Central site if the Development Forum 

was to remain relevant as the site developed. 

9                     Future meetings 

Possible items for meetings include: 

 Building T1. 

 The intended community involvement of the University of the Arts. 

10                   Actions 

Hugh Lake to raise with the Camden Director of Planning the level of details and scope for 

change of details in material presented to the Design Panel. 

Jim Humphris to raise transport by canal at the next Construction Impact Group meeting. 

The participants in committees on behalf of the Development Forum to keep notes on which 

of their questions remained unanswered and to prepare reports for the Co-ordinating Group.  

The Co-ordinating Group to investigate the nature of the co-ordination between the council 

officers (and councillors) of Camden and Islington. 

The Co-ordinating Group to pursue the development of links with the present and future 

occupants of the King's Cross Central site. 


