
King’s Cross Development Forum 

Meeting 7:00 p.m. 17 September 2014 

Committee Room 1, Camden Town Hall, Judd Street, London WC1H 9JE 

1                      Attendance 

1.1                   Present 

Andrew Bosi, Chris Byng-Maddke, Greg Cowan, Hayley Harding, Philip James, Ivor Kamlish, 

Jasmine King, Hugh Lake, Robert Milne, Lucy Tamman, Herman Tribelnig and Malcolm Tucker 

1.2                   Apologies 

Del Brenner, John Chamberlain, Paul Convery, Helia Evans, Kristina Glenn, Jim Humphris, Deklan 

Kilfeather, John Mason, Martin Morton, Roger Robinson, Geoffrey Roper, Sam Rowe, Diana Shelley, 

Norman Sheppard, Lisa Tang and Ben Williams 

2                   Previous meeting 

2.1                   Notes 

The notes for the meeting of 16 April 2014  had been circulated and posted on the website and were 

formally approved. 

2.2                   Matters arising 

Nothing was discussed. 

3                       Developments 

3.1                    The Gasholder Triplets 

Jeff Lee, of Wilkinson Eyre, and Tom Goodall, of Argent, described the plans for the Gasholder 

Triplets. The gasholders were removed for the extension of Saint Pancras Station; their frames are 

now being refurbished before re-erection standing free around apartment blocks. The frames will be 

painted light grey and the apartment screens (in steel or aluminium) will be coloured dark grey; this is 

said to conform with the predominant colour in the 33 earlier layers of paint on the frames and with a 

widespread remembrance of the gasholder bells before their removal. The decorative details on the 

frames will not be picked out in different colours; originally they were not picked out, and now some 

of them are missing. In the light of discussions at the Design and Access Forum the apartment blocks 

have lost horizontal decorations that would have conflicted with the frames. The screens and windows 

of the apartments are supposed to be reminiscent of gasholder bells with spiral guides, which were 

never at King’s Cross. 

The three apartment blocks have different heights. They are said to mimic thereby the different 

extents to which gasholder bells might be full; however, they do not all do so, because one of them is 

taller than the surrounding frame. 

The 144 flats are intended for open market purchase and to be released for sale in London first (to 

encourage buy-to-live instead of buy-to-let); in this they will differ from the flats in Art House, which 

were released for sale in Hong Kong and Singapore many months before being released in London. 



There are 10 penthouses with gardens, along with a central private open court (which, being 

overlooked by some flats and lift lobbies, should offer some degree of security). The plans provide for 

165 cycle parking spaces and 41 car parking places, 10 of which have electric charging points. 

Members of the Forum raised the following concerns: 

 The low levels of provision for bicycles and electric cars seemed unlikely to send the right 

message or to be adequate as demand changed.  

 The choice of colours, the variation in heights and so on, needed explanation to passers-by 

who do not remember gasholders, particularly as one block would give the impression that 

bells could be taller than frames and the screens and windows could give the impression that 

the bells had spiral guides. There ought to be interpretation boards nearby. 

 The lighting of the frames might obtrude into the flats (though the modelling suggested that it 

would not do so). 

 The wind around the apartment blocks and in the central court would be strong (though the 

wind tunnel testing appeared to have surprised the designers pleasantly), bearing in mind that 

Rubicon Court and Saxon Court are buffeted by inhospitably strong winds. 

4  Design and Access Forum 

Nothing was reported. 

5                       Construction Impact Group 

Nothing was reported. 

6                       Operations 

6.1  The provision of primary health care 

Aideen Dunne, of Camden and Islington Public Health, described the report by her organisation on 

the options for primary care provision in the King’s Cross area. This has been submitted to Camden 

councillors and NHS England. NHS England will decide on what will be done (supposedly in 

October), but its decision criteria are unknown and its knowledge of the capacities and capabilities of 

the existing primary health care centres is poor.  

There appears to have been little progress since the previous meeting of the Forum, in April; its 

minutes include some of the material presented at this meeting. In particular, the options have 

changed little (except that electronic consultation is regarded as susceptible to being taken out of 

context).  

The report considered an area where there would be 2,000 new households (in King’s Cross Central) 

and 500 households nearby (due to the regeneration of the Agar Grove and Maiden Lane estates). It 

did not appear to envisage that there would be demand from travellers to or through the area or from 

workers in the new offices in the area (though people can now register with primary health care 

centres anywhere). It assumed that people would find acceptable a walk of 20 minutes or 1 mile to 

their primary health care centres. It drew attention to the inability of the centres to pay commercial 

rents (even with NHS England support) and the need to encourage people to use pharmacies instead 

of the centres for simple matters. 

https://kxdf.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/meeting-minutes-16-april-2014.pdf


 

Members of the Forum were concerned that the report treated the area just as residential, without 

considering the demand from travellers and office workers. 

6.2  The provision of education 

Emyr Fairburn and Christine Megson (who are respectively the headteacher and the nursery manager 

of the new King’s Cross primary school) spoke. They emphasised the aims to have partnerships with 

the commercial and artistic organisations nearby and to provide a learning hub for the whole 

community.  

The school will have two forms of entry, with 26 places in the nursery available throughout the full 

working day. It is expected to meet demand from King’s Cross Central; even with the current criteria 

for admission (with preference for siblings and those having social or medical needs over those living 

nearby) pupils from both Camden and Islington should be able to enrol, at least until siblings 

preponderate (as happens in many primary schools).    

There will be some sharing with the Frank Barnes School for the deaf: there will be joint staff rooms, 

the children will play together, and in some age groups the children will learn together. 

7  Future meetings 

Nothing was discussed. 

8  Actions 

Robert Milne to mention again to the architects the concerns about the Gasholder Triplets. 

Hugh Lake to raise with NHS England the concerns about primary health care provision (assuming 

that Camden and Islington Public Health provided appropriate contact details). 


