
King’s Cross Development Forum 

Annual Review Meeting 6:30 p.m. 26 November 2014 

Committee Room 1, Camden Town Hall, Judd Street, London WC1H 9JE 

1                     Attendance 

1.1                  Present 

Andrew Bosi, John Chamberlain, Chris Dingwall-Jones, Debbie Edwards, Sally Jenninger, 

Ivor Kamlish, Deklan Kilfeather, Jasmine King, Hugh Lake, Ernie Lew, John Mason, Robert 

Milne, Martin Morton, Tichelle Norman, Sam Szczurek, Norman Sheppard, Lucy Tamman, 

Lisa Tang, Malcolm Tucker and Ben Williams 

1.2                  Apologies 

Raphael Andrews, Zannthie Bennett, Helia Evans, Ted Fell, Jim Humphris, Angela Inglis, 

Roger Robinson, Geoffrey Roper, Diana Shelley, Peter Tompkins and Sasha Watson 

2                     Previous meeting 

2.1                  Notes 

The notes for the meeting of 17 September 2014 had been circulated and posted on the 

website and were formally approved. 

2.2                  Matters arising 

Nothing was discussed. 

3                     Developments 

3.1                  Current and future status  

Robert Evans, of Argent, outlined the current state and future expectations of the King’s 

Cross Central development. He was well placed to do so, having been involved with it for 

fourteen years. 

Ignoring applications for temporary buildings, such as those for the theatre in Zone A, about 

65%  of the proposed buildings had now been had detailed planning applications. Within 

Argent the emphasis was changing: now about 50% of its staff in King’s Cross Central are 

concerned with site operations rather than site development. Sums amounting to about 75% 

of the financial obligations under the Section 106 agreement had been passed to Camden 

Council. 

The coming two years (2015 and 2016) will probably be the most intensive for construction. 

Cubitt Park and Square will be ready for use (though access might be blocked to maintain 

security, pending construction and occupation of buildings nearby). Buildings S1, Q2 and R7 

are under discussion with Camden Council. Thereafter will come Buildings S2 and R8. R7 



and R8 are the replacement for the former Sainsbury site, Building R2; they will include 

offices and a cinema. The Agha Khan Foundation sites are expected to be built on in the 

order T5, R1, P2 and Q1. Building T1 (the Tapestry Building) has got delayed by the 

complications of building on top of the energy centre and near the railway. 

After the talk the question was raised of permission the plans did not keep up to date: since 

the outline planning permission was granted, cycling has become very much more common 

and targets for proportions of electric vehicles have been set, but the detailed planning 

applications generally offered little more than the outline. Robert Evens confirmed that 

Argent had no interest in doing much more than track the standards as they evolved; thus it 

was aiming that all buildings should be BREEAM excellent or outstanding, and, because 

those standards now required certain levels of provision for cycling, it was supplying bicycle 

stands in the requisite numbers. Also, if occupants of the Plimsoll Building wanted electric 

vehicle charging points, Argent would install them free of charge; however, in general Argent 

would only put in charging points to the level expected by the market. 

In response to a query about the value of the Forum, Robert Evans remarked that he 

applauded the effort to have a group with a point of view and felt that it was more likely to be 

effective by concentrating on matters such as transport and retail that were not “pure 

development” ones. The future for community organisations in King’s Cross Central was 

unclear: there appeared to be several emerging. 

4                     Annual review 

4.1                  Report 

Hugh Lake drew attention to the annual review report and thanked everyone for their      

contributions over the past year. He confirmed that for personal reasons he was retiring from 

being the Chair. 

4.2                  Matters arising 

Nothing was discussed. 

5                     Operations 

5.1                  The future of the Forum 

Hugh Lake noted that the Forum could be effective only if its members were willing to work 

on its behalf. If it was to be more than a body holding occasional meetings at which it heard 

about plans for buildings well after they could be revised substantially then its members must 

speak to organisations in and around the King’s Cross Central site.  

As an example, at the Forum meeting minuted here some members expressed vigorously their 

enthusiasm for doing something about public health. They formed a Health Planning Team 

and received copies of the relevant background documents. However, ultimately they did not 

hold even one discussion on the subject.  

https://kxdf.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/meeting-minutes-16-april-2014.pdf


5.2                Links with other groups 

Robert Milne relayed remarks from Zannthie Bennett about the status of the proposed 

Neighbourhood Forum. A further version of the application for designation was due to be 

completed and submitted but there remained a shortage of effort available for that task, let 

alone for developing a neighbourhood plan. 

5.3                 The allocation of Section 106 money  

Nothing was reported outside the annual review report.  

5.4                  Use of funds 

Nothing was reported outside the annual review report. 

5.5                Elections of the Chair, Joint Deputy Chairs, Secretary, Treasurer and other 

Steering Group members 

The following were elected without objection:  

 Chair: Ben Williams 

 Joint Deputy Chairs: Deklan Kilfeather and Lisa Tang 

 Secretary: Robert Milne  

 Treasurer: Jim Humphris  

 Other Steering Group members: Del Brenner, Debbie Edwards, Ernie Lew, Jasmine 

King, Norman Sheppard and Malcolm Tucker 

5                     Future meetings 

5.1                  Date and place 

The University of the Arts and the Camden Council offices were suggested as venues (paid 

for, if necessary, from the funds of the Forum). 

5.2                  Agenda 

Transport was suggested as a theme. 

6                     Any other business 

Hugh Lake was applauded for his contributions as Chair and in earlier years. 

7            Actions 

The Steering Group to develop intentions of the Forum for the coming year. 



The Steering Group to discuss whether it should enlarge itself at this stage, given the 

intentions for the coming year and the wish to focus on occupants of King’s Cross Central 

and its immediate surroundings. 

The Steering Group to find out the status of the Section 106 funding according to Camden 

Council. 


