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1.  The Forum transport paper of 2011 deals primarily with the public realm and the 

importance of pedestrian crossings close to desire lines.  This is essential in a place like 

King's Cross Central because walking times can be a significant element in total journey time 

and may deter the public from the most sustainable modes of transport if they are excessive. 
 

2.  The paper also refers to the possible re-opening Maiden Lane Station on the 

Overground.  This would enhance east-west links greatly and might reduce the need for extra 

bus provision.  However, it would be disastrous if accompanied by closing Caledonian Road 

and Barnsbury Station.  There are very many people in Islington and Camden served by this 

station because they live, work or use facilities near it. There is a case for having both 

stations; they are well spaced out. 

 

3. However, York Road Station on the Underground, by its proximity to King's Cross Station, 

creates operational difficulties.  Having a busy station so close to a quiet station conflicts with 

the frequency level of thirty trains per hour that TfL can now run. 
 

4. There were discussions of bus routes before the Forum transport paper of 2011 was 

written.  The economic climate that surrounds TfL has changed more than once since then. At 

one time there was an appetite for new bus routes.  However, by the time we came to look at 

buses serving King's Cross Central, there was a freeze on the bus network.  The official 

position was that new developments would still get new bus routes, but there would have to 

be compensating reductions in mileage elsewhere. Fortunately, there has been some softening 

of the Mayor's policy with an announcement of 500 extra buses on the road by 2021. 
 

5.  Service cuts are never popular, although opportunities do arise when there is significant 

improvement to the rail network.  Once CrossRail opens, some east-west bus routes could 

usefully be reviewed. 
 

6.  In my view, the biggest problem confronting these expansion plans is the lack of road 

space at which buses can be terminated.  Camden members in particular will be familiar with 

the issues around South End Green in Hampstead, with improved frequencies, a second route 

terminating there, and all too often at weekends, a Rail Replacement Bus service to boot. 
 

7.  All of this lends weight to the proposals that the Forum agreed several years ago.  Rather 

than ask for new routes, which would involve a significant number of extra buses on the road, 

the Forum concentrated on extending existing routes, which can generally be achieved by 

adding one or two vehicles per route. 
 

8.  A number of routes or regular short workings terminate close by and can be extended into 

King's Cross Central easily, if bus bays can be provided there.  The 10, 45, 59, 63 and 259 

all  terminate at King's Cross Station and relocating their terminal points would add at most 

one vehicle to each route, assuming that existing frequencies were maintained.  All but the 



259 would enter the King's Cross Central area after serving King's Cross Station: the 259 

could be made to do so. 
 

9.  The only direction not provided for by these routes is the north-west.  Currently routes 46 

and 214 provide this link from King's Cross Station and pass close by King’s Cross 

Central.  However, re-routing them would alienate local people who use the existing stops.  A 

far better solution would be to extend the 31 route, which terminates at Camden Town, or the 

29 services that currently terminate there.  That would involve a new route number, and 

probably some rescheduling.  Persuading TfL to run with the 31 option might also be easier. 
 

10.  There have been suggestions that the 390 might be diverted west into King’s Cross 

Central.  However, it is the only route serving York Way, and there is no realistic prospect of 

re-opening York Road Station, so it should remain routed directly along York Way. 
 

11.  There have also been occasional suggestions that one of the buses serving Caledonian 

Road might be diverted west.  However, this would reduce interchange possibilities at 

Caledonian Road Station (and of course irritate local users).  TfL loading figures may support 

keeping things as they are. Otherwise diverting the 259 (but not the 91 or the 17, which are much 

more popular with existing users going south) might have some merit. 

 


