
King’s Cross Development Forum 

Meeting 7:00 p.m. 8 July 2015 

Committee Room 1, Camden Town Hall, Judd Street, London WC1H 9JE 

1                      Attendance 

1.1                   Present 

Del Brenner, James Dunnett, Maria Hughes, Roger Hughes, Ivor Kamlish, Deklan Kilfeather, Jasmine 

King, Elli Liverskan, Fiona MacLean, Charles Manson, Robert Milne, Ben Myring, Norman 

Sheppard, Virginia Stanley,  Lisa Tang,  Angel Tenorio and Ben Williams 

1.2                   Apologies 

Andrew Bosi, Jim Humphris, Philip James, Hugh Lake, Geoffrey Roper, Diana Shelley, Lucy 

Tammam and Malcolm Tucker  

2                   Previous meeting 

2.1                   Notes 

The notes for the meeting of 10 June 2015 had been circulated and posted on the website and were 

formally approved. 

2.2                   Matters arising 

Nothing was discussed. 

3                       Developments 

6.1  Coal Drops 

Lisa Finlay, of Heatherwick Studio, made a presentation on the intentions for the Coal Drops. The aim 

was to provide something complementary to other local retail areas, such as Camden Market and 

Covent Garden, with retailers that might be national names, lesser known international brands, 

smaller independent shops and start-ups, as well as some food and drink. Most of the units would 

occupy less than 200 square metres each, would respect the current arches and long-standing internal 

divisions, and might support smaller independent shops.  

The area is roughly that of St Paul’s Cathedral, with a row of twenty-five bays as the aisle on the east 

side, sixteen bays as the aisle on the west side and fourteen arches on Wharf Road; the Brunswick 

Centre is also similar, loosely. Only the east side (with its associated brick viaduct) is Grade II listed, 

but standards now would probably now point to listing the west side (with its associated iron viaduct), 

too. The viaducts would be kept, except for about half of the one on the east side, which would be cut 

back to provide more convenient access to the sewer underneath. The bays and arches (including the 

brunt-out ones on the east side) would be refurbished. However, to provide level access floor levels 

would be changed. 

The most striking change to the structure would be an extra floor with a curvilinear roof  “taking off” 

from what would be left of the original roof line and straddling the gap between the east side and the 

west side. It would be more closely analogous to a motorway service station, straddling both carriage 



ways, than to the dome of St Paul’s Cathedral; it would of course be considerably more graceful than 

a motorway service station, but its appropriateness to its location could be (and was) questioned.  Its 

intention was to provide a large floor area for a single large retailer, a central gathering space (not just 

two sides of the street) and a means of marking out the site. It would need works to peel back the 

existing roofs and to install supports in five cores of the buildings.  

The hope was to preserve signs of the varied occupation of the location, successively as the coal 

transfer point between trains and carts, as warehouses and as light industrial premises. In addition the 

original cobbles (in one bay) would be kept, though those in the yard would be replaced by flat stone 

to make the yard accessible. 

Various members of the Forum expressed disappointment that the retail premises envisaged appeared 

not to include workshops (for craft and design, for example). This, they believed, had been intended 

when the outline planning permission was granted. They had a general suspicion that the rents would 

be too high to permit start-ups, given that elsewhere in King’s Cross Central they are too high to 

permit small supermarkets. 

Other matters raised by members and addressed by the presenter included: 

 Whether the cobbled bay would be devoted to interpreting the site, instead of to yet another 

boutique, in this case with glass over the cobbles: interpretation plans had yet to be devised 

but boards might use the walls. 

 How vandalism would be discouraged: the cores, but not the street, would be shut off at night 

and retain discreet lighting. 

 What consideration had been given to wind, bearing in mind that St Pancras Square was too 

windy to occupy: the hope was that small items, such as shrub tubs would have local 

influence but overall interventions to reduce wind tunnel effects were under consideration. 

The most controversial matter was the curvilinear roof rising from the remnants of the existing roofs 

and straddling the street. Some members of the Forum felt that this was wholly inappropriate for the 

listed building, and that there should be no question of having an extra storey bridging over and 

darkening the open cobbled yard between the two blocks; instead the general character of the 

buildings as exemplars of the functional tradition should be respected. Other members of the Forum 

suggested that there were instances of successful accommodation of the new alongside the old, such 

as King’s Cross Station and Central St Martin’s; there, however, the new interventions interfered less 

significantly with the structures alongside. 

4  Design and Access Forum 

Nothing was reported. 

5                       Construction Impact Group 

Nothing was reported. 

6                       Operations 

7  Future meetings 

7.1                   Time and place 



7:00 – 9:00 Wednesday 30 September 2015  

Committee Room 1, Camden Town Hall, Judd Street, London WC1H 9JE 

7:00 – 9:00 Wednesday 9 December 2015  

Committee Room 1, Camden Town Hall, Judd Street, London WC1H 9JE 

8  Actions 

Andrew Bosi and Deklan Kilfeather to attend the community engagement meeting on Cross Rail 2. 


